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used to provide circuit switching. Cir-
cuit switching is a method of routing 
traffic through a switching center, 
from local users or from other switch-
ing centers, whereby a connection is 
established between the calling and 
called stations until the connection is 
released by the called or calling sta-
tion. 

(c) This subaccount 2212.2 Packet 
shall include the original cost of dig-
ital electronic switching equipment 
used to provide packet switching. 
Packet switching is the process of 
routing and transferring information 
by means of addressed packets so that 
a channel is occupied during the trans-
mission of the packet only, and upon 
completion of the transmission the 
channel is made available for the 
transfer of other traffic. 

(d) Digital electronic switching 
equipment used to provide both circuit 
and packet switching shall be recorded 
in the subaccounts 2212.1 Circuit and 
2212.2 Packet based upon its predomi-
nant use. 

(e) Switching plant excludes switch-
boards which perform an operator as-
sistance function and equipment which 
is an integral part thereof. It does not 
exclude equipment used solely for the 
recording of calling telephone numbers 
in connection with customer dialed 
charged traffic, dial tandem switch-
boards and special service switchboards 
used in conjunction with private line 
service; such equipment shall be classi-
fied to the particular switch that it 
serves. 

[51 FR 43499, Dec. 2, 1986, as amended at 67 
FR 5686, Feb. 6, 2002]

§ 32.2220 Operator systems. 

(a) This account shall include the 
original cost of those items of equip-
ment used to assist subscribers in uti-
lizing the network and equipment used 
in the provision of directory assist-
ance, call intercept, and other operator 
assisted call completion activities. 

(b) This account does not include 
equipment used solely for the recording 
of calling telephone numbers in con-
nection with customer dialed charged 
traffic, dial tandem switchboards and 
special service switchboards used in 
conjunction with private line service; 

such equipment shall be classfied to 
the particular switch that it serves. 

[51 FR 43499, Dec. 2, 1986, as amended at 59 
FR 46930, Sept. 13, 1994]

§ 32.2230 Central office—transmission. 
This account shall be used by Class B 

companies to record the original cost 
of radio systems and circuit equipment 
of the type and character required of 
Class A companies in Accounts 2231 and 
2232.

§ 32.2231 Radio systems. 
(a) This account shall include the 

original cost of ownership of radio 
transmitters and receivers. This ac-
count shall include the original cost of 
ownership interest in satellites (includ-
ing land-side spares), other spare parts, 
material and supplies. It shall include 
launch insurance and other satellite 
launch costs. This account shall also 
include the original cost of earth sta-
tions and spare parts, material or sup-
plies therefor. 

(b) This account shall also include 
the original cost of radio equipment 
used to provide radio communication 
channels. Radio equipment is that 
equipment which is used for the gen-
eration, amplification, propagation, re-
ception, modulation, and demodulation 
of radio waves in free space over which 
communication channels can be pro-
vided. This account shall also include 
the associated carrier and auxiliary 
equipment and patch bay equipment 
which is an integral part of the radio 
equipment. Such equipment may be lo-
cated in central office building, ter-
minal room, or repeater stations or 
may be mounted on towers, masts, or 
other supports. 

[67 FR 5686, Feb. 6, 2002]

§ 32.2232 Circuit equipment. 
(a) This account shall include the 

original cost of equipment which is 
used to reduce the number of physical 
pairs otherwise required to serve a 
given number of subscribers by uti-
lizing carrier systems, concentration 
stages or combinations of both. It shall 
include equipment that provides for si-
multaneous use of a number of inter-
office channels on a single trans-
mission path. This account shall also 
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